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HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of The Meeting of the Parish Council  

held on Tuesday 16th March 2021 

by ‘Zoom’ conference technology, 

commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Cllr.  D Turvey  - Chairman 

  Cllrs: H.Jones, W. Sturges,  

   F Robertson, M.Parkin,  

   H.Pilkington. 

   Mr Geoffrey Parkes (Parish Clerk) 

   Dist.Cllr. Neil Butters 

    

    

256. Introduction   

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the latest ‘Zoom Conference’ meeting.  

  

257. Apologies for Absence   

Cllrs: G.Whiteley, S.Clifton.   

 

258. Declarations of Interest 

The Chairman reminded Councillors of their duty to declare any interests in items on the 

agenda.  There were no declarations. 

 

259. Minutes of The Meeting of The Parish Council 16th February 2021 

The Council considered the minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council held on 16th 

February 2021.  It was proposed by Cllr. Robertson and seconded by Cllr. Sturges that 

the minutes be signed and adopted as a correct record. All present agreed. 

   

Resolved: That the minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council held on 16th 

February 2021 be signed and adopted as a correct record. 

  

260. Financial Reports 

 

The Clerk had circulated the Financial Statement for 1st March and a spreadsheet showing 

current total spending against the Budget. He had all but completed payments for the 

2020/21 year and had started on a draft Income & Expenditure account for the year. 

    

The following payments were made in Feb: 

101120  G Parkes – Feb    380.10 

101121  W Palastre – Feb    294.13 

101122  HMRC – PAYE Feb       73.40 

The following payments would be made in March 

101123  G Parkes – Mar    380.10 

101124  W Palastre – Mar    294.13 

101125  HMRC – PAYE Mar       73.40 
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101127  ALCA Subscription     125.99 

101128  Cllr. F Robertson – Zoom sub.    95.92 

101129  Cllr. W.Sturges – Litter picker & paint   20.78 

101130  Nigel Songhurst – Litter equipment    85.55 

 

 

Cllr. Turvey seconded by Cllr. Sturges proposed that the 1st March Financial Statement 

be accepted.  All agreed 

 

Resolved That Financial Report for 1st March 2021, complete with the requests for 

retrospective and advance authority for payments be accepted. 

  (The Chairman would sign the Financial Statements)  

 

 The Clerk had circulated the Budget for 2021-2022 to start on April 1st.   He had received 

confirmation from B&NES that the first instalment of the Precept would be paid in April. 

  

 As part of the Internal Audit process the Clerk recommended that the Council’s Financial 

Regulations be updated to the latest NALC standard.  A copy of the updated document 

had been circulated to Councillors before the meeting. The Clerk had made small 

modifications to make the NALC document appropriate for a small parish council. 

 

 Cllr. Turvey seconded by Cllr. Robertson proposed that the new issue of the Financial 

Regulations be adopted.  All agreed 

 

Resolved That the updated Financial Regulations be adopted. 

 

 

261. Internal Audit  

The Clerk reported that he had agreed an outline timetable with the Internal Auditor from 

Auditing Solutions Ltd (ASL).  He would be sending the auditor a large set of documents 

from the end of March.  The auditor had pointed out that currently Government 

Regulations allowing remote ‘zoom’ meetings do not extend beyond the 6th May, and that 

the Parish Council might like to consider holding its AGM and Annual Parish Meeting 

before that date in case central Government doesn’t extend the legislation. 

 

The auditor had recommended that the Risk Register be included on the website.  The 

Clerk had updated the Risk Register to  Issue 20. in February and circulated it to all 

Councillors. He recommended that the Council now formally adopt it.  

 

Cllr. Turvey seconded by Cllr. Robertson proposed that Risk Register Issue 20. be 

adopted.  All agreed 

 

Resolved That the Risk Register Issue 20. be adopted.  The Risk Register would be 

included on the Council Website. 
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The Chairman commented on the Risk Register that it outlines the common hazard areas 

for Councils. In particular he asked Councillors to note two areas: 1) Councillors to take 

care – particularly with social media – to make it clear when they are presenting a 

personal opinion, and when they are making agreed statements on behalf of the entire 

Council.  2) That if a Councillor is approached about a planning application that is better 

for all involved if the enquiry, or offer of a presentation, is referred to the entire Council 

to consider.  The Council welcomes briefings from applicants before the formal planning 

process is started, but recognises the potential hazards of conversations or discussions 

being carried out without the entire Council being aware of them. Unfortunately 

sometimes planning applications are not always what they seem. 

 

ASL Internal Audit reports. The Clerk had circulated the ASL Internal Audit reports in 

May 2020.  Usually these are formally noted at the Council’s AGM in May – which was 

not held in 2020. The Clerk had realised he had overlooked arranging this for a later 

meeting in 2020 and now asked the Council to approve the May 2020 reports.  He 

explained the four minor recommendations and outlined the HCPC responses to each 

(most of which he had already worked upon). 

 

Cllr. Turvey seconded by Cllr. Robertson proposed that the ASL Internal Audit Report 

from 2019/2020 be adopted.  All agreed 

 

Resolved That the ASL Internal Audit Report from 2019/2020 be adopted and the 

agreed actions taken. 

 

262. Planning 

  

           Not for discussion (but recorded until a decision is made by B&NES) 

 

(i)  21/00030/FUL – 11 Wellow Lane – New Dwelling. Withdrawn. 

(ii)  21/00082/FUL – Hall Cottage – 3 High St – Repairs. Reinstate window. 

Supported 

(iii)  21/00083/LBA – Hall Cottage – 3 High St – Alterations. Supported 

(iv) 21/00233/FUL – Priory Cottage – Outbuilding.  The Council noted that the 

garden tools storage unit was 7 x 4m.  Supported.  (post meeting note. The 

application was permitted by B&NES on the day following the meeting). 

(v) 21/00444/FUL – Homewood Park Hotel – New Conservatory. Supported with 

conditions 

 

 

For discussion: 

 

(vi) 21/00678/FUL – Freshford Tennis Club – Replacement Shelter.  

 

Cllr Turvey, supported by Cllr Pilkington that the Council Support the application.  

All agreed.  
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(vii) 21/00917/LBA – Hinton House – Alterations to Stables and Coach House.  

 

Cllr Turvey, seconded by Cllr Sturges proposed that the Council Support the 

application. All agreed. 

 

263. Highways 

(i) A36:  The Council noted that the fly-tipped tyres, opposite Branch Road, had been 

marked off by Highways England (HE), however, the agency had still not got 

around to clearing them.   Dist.Cllr. Neil Butters explained that he was trying to 

arrange a meeting with Highways England about the entire site, but it was very 

difficult to get definite responses or commitments from HE. 

 

(ii) Other Roads:   

Flooding outside Tuggy’s Barn on Wellow Lane.  Cllr Sturges had received 

emails from B&NES officers and it appeared that there would eventually be a 

meeting. 

 

Community Speedwatch group in the Village.  Avon & Somerset Police had 

registered that residents wished to set up a Speedwatch group. During the 

Lockdown periods a few vehicles/bikes had been witnessed doing excessive and 

dangerous speeds within the speed limit zones and on open roads.   Due to the 

pandemic the Police were not carrying out training at the moment, but it was 

anticipated this would resume later this year. 

 

Councillors commented on the appalling state of rubbish and fly-tipping in the 

minor road beyond Ball’s Garage that heads east and joins the Farleigh 

Hungerford road.  This road lies in Norton St Philip parish, Somerset and is not 

within B&NES jurisdiction. 

 

(iii) Footpaths.     

 

Cllr Sturges had purchased some spray paint to see if highlighting offending dog 

heaps had any deterrent action, and Cllr Turvey had been marking problem areas 

and acting as the ‘Official Dog Poo Circler’. He had noted that since the first 

round of spraying there had been very few additional offences. He suggested that 

the problem may not be quite as bad as people imagine.  The markings had been 

noticed by residents and thanks passed to the Council. 

 

A suggestion had been made by a resident of the village to fund a memorial bench 

to the victims of the Covid 19 pandemic, possibly sited just to the south of 

Tuggy’s Lane footpath – with views out to the West.  Councillors agreed they 

liked the idea but that the landowners would need to be asked first. They could 

see some small problems with future weed growth and farm animal movements 

along the wide path. Cllr Sturges suggested that a more rustic log bench be 

considered. The Clerk would contact the landowners. 
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Cllr Parkin  asked if the landowners of the footpath behind Hinton Villas to could 

control the growth of nettles in Spring and Summer this year as they crowd into 

the path and make it painful for children and smaller animals. The Clerk would 

write to the landowners asking that footpaths be maintained this year.  

 

 

264. Village Facilities – Bus Shelter 

(i) Cllr. Jones reported that the contractor hoped to start this month; he would let 

Dist.Cllr. Butters know if there were problems with the set up of a temporary bus 

stop. 

 

(ii) Play Area.  Christina Pearce and Jo Helps were in the process of handing over the 

Play Area Management Committee (PAMC) to new members Lucy Sturges and 

Kate Freeman. The Council wished to express its huge thanks to both Christina 

and Jo for so ably looking after the Play Area, long after the time that their own 

children had moved on.  HCPC were glad that their experience was to be shared 

with the new committee.   The Clerk had clarified that the PAMC is a sub-

committee of the Council and that the Council owns and insures the play area 

equipment, as well as arranging annual safety inspections by RoSPA.  The 

Millennium Green Trust is a separate village organisation that owns the land and 

the boundary fence. Naturally the two organisations work very closely together. 

 

Cllr. Pilkington reported that there was a dynamic group of young mothers keen 

to refresh the Play Area – which was beginning to look a bit tired and that it could 

benefit from some extra facilities.  Councillors agreed that we were delighted with 

this idea and reassured Cllr Pilkington and the new PAMC that it was free to go 

ahead with its own fund raising and approaching potential donors and grant 

organisations. HCPC would continue to provide background support. 

 

 

265. Environment 

The Council noted that Limpley Stoke Parish Council had recently set up a ‘Nature Link’ 

initiative, and that Freshford had a Community Forum addressing problems of 

biodiversity loss and other threats to the environment.  Councillors were overwhelming 

supportive of extending these ideas to Hinton Charterhouse - and could foresee 

enthusiastic responses from children about small scale nature projects.  The Chairman 

explained that while there were corners of the parish that appeared to still have wildlife, 

that the village itself was surrounded by largely ‘sterile’ farmland.  The problem is one of 

‘over-tidying’ and a ‘shifting baseline’ in that residents can assume that what they 

currently observe is good; but when looking further back in time it is obvious that the 

parish once supported far more in terms of animal and plant life.  HCPC agreed to 

initially approach Limpley Stoke Council about joining up with their Nature Link to 

promote pragmatic positive action within gardens etc. 
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266. Open Forum 

The Chairman had been in contact with Hinton House estate about the temporary security 

lighting surrounding building work on the new Cricket Pavilion.  There had been some 

comments about light spill affecting neighbouring houses, and the light pollutions effect 

on local wildlife. To the credit of Hinton House Estates they took prompt action to shroud 

and direct lights to reduce this impact. HCPC recognises the proven harmful effects of 

light pollution on both human and wildlife health. 

 

Vegetable and plant swap. Cllr Pilkington asked if there might be a re-run or continuation 

of the informal exchange, that was run in The Stag car park during the eased lockdown 

stages, where residents could bring in anything they had too much of and swap it. The 

Council agreed it is a good idea and do what it could to publicise it. It could be used as a 

fund raising idea in the future for village projects. 

 

Cllr Jones asked that if any of the Government’s recently announced £25 million for 

safety street lighting should be available that HCPC look at something near the Glebe bus 

stop. The Clerk said there should be an existing light there and would check to see if it is 

still operating or has been overgrown. 

  

 

267. Date of Next Meeting & Specific Items for the Agenda 

 

The date of the next meeting was set as Tuesday the 20th of April 2021 at 7.30pm by 

Zoom.  The Clerk would issue the usual agenda and joining details on 15th April 2021. 

 

The Meeting Finished at 8.48pm 

Date of Next Meeting: 20th April 2021 (at 7.30pm) 


